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Syllabus for English I
Ms. White

Objective: The goal for my English Seminar classes is for all my students to make significant progress in reading, writing, and communicating, according to the S.C. Standards for ELA. By the end of this course, my English students will not only successfully pass the HSAP but also…
1. Draw upon a variety of strategies to comprehend, interpret, analyze, and evaluate what he/she reads.
2. Write for different audiences and purposes.
3. Recognize, demonstrate, and analyze the qualities of effective communication.
4. Access and use information from a variety of selected sources to extend his/her knowledge.
Materials: 
	3-ring binder 	
	1 pk. binder dividers	
	paper 
pencils/pens
		
Unit Plans:
August	Short Stories including “The Most Dangerous Game”, “The Necklace”, 
                        “The Cask of Amontillado”, and “A Sound of Thunder” 
	Compare/Contrast Essay: Characterization 
Martin Luther King’s “I Have a Dream”
	Vocabulary/Literary Terms
Grammar 

September	Poetry including “My Papa’s Waltz”, “Metaphors”, “Incident in a Rose Garden”, and more
Research Paper	
Vocabulary 
Grammar 
	 
October	Breathing Underwater
Film Producer Project
Grammar 

November 	Romeo and Juliet
Essay: Is Romeo and Juliet a true love story? (and other topics)
Grammar 

December	The Odyssey
	Odyssey Multimedia Project
Grammar 
*This list is tentative and subject to change according to time constraints

· A variety of ethnicities and genres will be represented in literature that accompanies the anchor text.
· Vocabulary is focused on Greek/Latin word parts and whole language.
· Grammar is incorporated throughout.
· Speaking skills, as well as familiarity with a variety of technologies, will be developed.
Grading:  The percentages for nine-week grades will be assigned according to the school handbook. Calculations for this course are as follows:
Major Grades (Tests, Essays, Projects)			50%
Vocabulary/Quizzes/USA Test Prep				25%
Classwork/Homework						15%
Journal								10%

No Zero Policy: Ms. White does not allow students to accept a zero on any major assignment. Arrangements will be made with the student and his/her parent guardian for the student to come before or after school to complete work that is later than one week, at which time the highest available grade for the assignment will be a 60.

Make-up & Tutoring: It is the student’s responsibility to request tutoring or missed assignments when absent from class. I am available daily at 7:30 and 2:50. Morning tutoring will need to be scheduled, as students are not allowed in the hallways without a pass. I am more than happy to do it, so please do not hesitate ask.

Classroom Rules:  Please refer to the student handbook for a complete list of rules and CHS policies, especially involving cell phones, dress code, and tardies. Some important classroom rules/procedures are as follows:
1. Stay in your seat until the bell rings. Remember, the bell does not dismiss you. Your teacher does. 
2. You may go to the restroom as many times as you need; however, each student may only leave the class once a week (whether it is for the bathroom, to get water, or to go to your locker) without penalty. On the second time in a given week, the student must come after school the same day to make up the missed class time. If the student fails to come back to class, his/her guardian will be contacted in order to arrange a time for detention. I have a Classroom Sign-out Sheet that MUST be recorded whenever a student leaves.
3. If someone is addressing the class, whether it is the teacher, a guest speaker, or another student, you should be giving her/him your full attention. 
Consequences: 
1. Warning
2. Call home and detention
3. Call home and second detention
4. Conference requested with parent
5. Referral to Assistant Principal 
Please sign and date the following….

STUDENT: I have read and understood the rules, procedures, consequences, grading methods, materials, and long range plan for Ms. White’s class. I plan to cooperate with them.
Student’s signature___________________________________________________
Date______________________________________________________________

Please provide as much of the following information as possible. Please keep in mind that this information will be used to share things with someone at home, including good news!
First Contact
Parent/Guardian name __________________________________________________
Contact information:
	Home/Cell Number ________________________________________
	Email ___________________________________________________

Second Contact
Parent/Guardian name __________________________________________________
Contact information:
	Home/Cell Number ________________________________________
	Email ___________________________________________________
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